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There are old bones on this mountain. They sleep in their
little altars, solid and sturdy, bound by wood and by steel. It is a
dark place, but quiet and clean. They lie in wait, their brethren
surrounding them, numbering twenty-four in all.

There are old bones on this mountain, and they awaken
once a year. Students, scholars, the clever and the curious, new
life bursts in, removing the bones from their homes. The quiet is
gone, they are poked and prodded at for days on end, each little
crevice and nodule inspected by hundreds eager to understand
their secrets. But the bones do not mind, for the light is pleasant
and the hands reverent as they trace along every curve, every
notch adding another word to the story the bones tell year and
year again.

There are old bones on this mountain, and too soon they
are stowed away in their altars once more. But the noise remains

as the students move on to their younger cousins in the next



chamber. The students call them lao-shi and bow before them,
and the bones wonder why they were not afforded the same
treatment. But their cousins have far more stories to tell, singing
of movement and change, a life like the ones the students still
have laid out before them. And the students take these stories in
eagerly, gloved hands snatching at whatever bits of knowledge
the cousins bring, until both must leave and the room falls silent
again.

There are old bones on this mountain, and they know this
lesson well: flesh rots, dust to ash. But this too is part of the story
that flows on and on, one that will remain in our heads and our

hearts.
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Legacy

Before and after stretches time beyond,
As morning follows night from fall to spring,
Mortality from which none can abscond,

Old truths as sure as winter’s cold does sting.

Recall Ozymandias king of kings,
Who raged against time’s never-ending beat,
With monuments of towering stone wings,

Yet only broken legs stand in the heat.

However to despair do not succumb,
By passing stories lessons myths and tales,
To every generation yet to come,

We overcome mortality’s travails
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